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Communicative Competence in English

m Lniz &LT@

communicative competence

< Noam Chomsky: linguistic competence vs performance
. linguistic competence — tells you whether a sentence is
grammatical or not

% Dell Hymes: what knowledge people use when they
communicate
* communicative competence —— tells you whether an
utterance is appropriate or not within a situation.



Chomsky® R (1965)
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Linguistic theory is primarily about the language of an ideal speaker-
hearer, in a completely homogeneous speech community, who knows its
language perfeetly and is unaffected by grammatieally irrelevant
conditions, such as memory limitations, distractions, shifts of attention and
interest, and errors (random or characteristic) in applying his knowledge o
the language in actual performance. (Aspeets, 1963, p. 3)
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Hymes &, ChomskyiZfli>T. TLEESH 725 (underlying
knowledge) |&competence& L5, LAL .. competenceZ SaEfE JJIZFRE
FAZEITIZR AT B,

Communicative competence / Performance(variations)

“I should take competence as the most general term for the capabilities
of a person.... ” (1972, p 182).

The SPEAKING MODEL

Hymes, Dell. Foundations of Seciolinguistics. An Ethnographic Approach.
Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania, 1974.
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8 - Setting and Scene - The setting refers to the time and place while scene
deseribes the environment of the situation.

P - Participants - This refers to who is involved in the speech including the
speaker and the audience.

E - Ends - The purpose and goals of the speech along with any outcomes of
the speech.

A - Act Sequence - The order of events that took place during the speech.

K - Key - The overall tone or manner of the speech.

I - Instrumentalities - The form and style of the speech being given.

N = Norms - This defines what is socially aceeptable at the event.

G - Genre - The type of speech that is being given.

ﬂ.nn% "\o)rL.;FH

Savignon, Sandra (1972), Communicative Competence’ An Experiment in Foreign
Language Teaching. Philadelphia: The Centre for Curriculum Development, Ine.

C{]mmunlcatlve competence “as the ability to function in a truly communicative
setling

*Risk-taking attitude
*Willingness to communicate
«Context-dependency

James Cummings (1979)
+BICS: basic interpersonal communicative skills
(context-embedded}
+CALP: cognitive/academic language proficieney
(context-reduced)
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Canale, Michael & Swain, Merrill (1980, 1983)

o[ 3 i:fiE ) (grammatical competence) |
=3 hility to create grammatieally correet utterances
[ #2F3EM8E H(sociolinguistic eompetence) |
= ahility to produce sociolinguistically appropriate utterances
[ JFMERHE FJ (strategic competence) |

= hility to solve communication problems as they arise
[ FReEHERETE 7 (discourse competence) | (19834E(Z3B /)

= ability to produce coherent and cohesive utterances



Henry Widdowson, 1983

competence vs. capacity vs. ability

communicative competence: defined in terms of the knowledge of
linguistic and sociolinguistic conventions,

capacity: procedural or communicative capacity: the ability to use
knowledge as means of creating meaning in a language;

ability : “an active force for continuing creativity” = a force for th
realization of what Halliday called the “meaning potential”

Bachman 1990, p.87

Language Competence
Organization Competence
Grammatical Competence (vocabulary, syntax, ete.)
Textual Competence (Cohesion, Rhetorieal Organization)

Pragmatic Competence
Mocutionary Competence (Ideational Function, Heuristie
Funection, etc.)

Sociolinguistic Competence {Dialect, Register, ete.)



Bachman & Palmer, 1996

Communicative Language Ability
BMLANGUAGE KNOWLEDGE  EORGANISATIONAL KNOWLEDGE

A Grammatical knowledge AFunctional knowledge
vocabulary /syntax / ideational function/ manipulative function/
phonology/ graphology heuristic funection/ eultural references
ATextual Knowledge A Sociolinguistic Knowledge
cohesion / rhetorieal speech dialects & language varieties/
and conversational registers/ natural and idiomatic expressions

The CEFR 2001

Linguistic Competences, Sociolinguistie
Competences; Pragmatic Competences

Taxonomic Nature -

“The taxonomie nature of the Framework inevitably means trying to
handle the great complexity of human language by breaking
language competence down into separate components. This econfronts
us with psychological and pedagogical problems of some depth.
Communication calls upon the whole human being. The competences
separated and classified -+ interact in complex ways in the
development of each unigque human personality.”
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